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Towards the KBR Digital Research Lab
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Libraries as humanities labs?



Founded in 2013





Library of Congress Labs (LC Labs) Founded Sept. 2017

https://labs.loc.gov/static/portals/labs/meta/images/DChudnov-MGallinger_LCLabReport.pdf

Gallinger, M. & Chudnov, D. (2016)
Library of Congress Lab. Library of Congress Digital Scholars
Lab Pilot Project Report

https://labs.loc.gov/



https://lab.kb.nl/



https://lab.kb.nl/

Get data here: https://goo.gl/66icov  (you need a google account, you can get one here:  https://goo.gl/CGdUhY)

Analysis: Nora 

McGregor, 

Digital Scholarship, BL

Building Library Labs Survey 2018 

Growing ‘Library’ Labs International Community

https://goo.gl/CGdUhY


https://lab.kb.nl/

It’s about people!

YouTube:  https://bit.ly/2YMxXYj

https://bit.ly/2YMxXYj


https://lab.kb.nl/

https://glamlabs.io/



https://lab.kb.nl/

https://glamlabs.io/books/



1st KBR Labs event @ DATeCH 2019

1.data access: using APIs to access digital 

library collections

2.data preparation: preparing the data for

analysis

3.data analysis: tools and methods for

analysing your data
http://datech.digitisation.eu/programme/workshop/



Towards the KBR Digital Research Lab



Towards the KBR Digital Research Lab

● FED-tWIN: programme of sustainable research cooperation 

between the Federal Scientific Institutions & Belgian universities

● “Towards a KBR Digital Research Lab and knowledge network for

the study of Belgium’s digitised and born-digital historical, 

literary, publishing and cultural heritage of the 19th - 21st 

centuries.”

● To establish a long-term cooperation between the Ghent Centre 

for Digital Humanities (GhentCDH) and the Royal Library of 

Belgium (KBR) - 10 years initially



Towards the KBR Digital Research Lab

The aim of the KBR Digital Research Lab is:

● facilitate data-level access to KBR’s digitised and born-digital 

collections

● ensure that the digitised and born-digital collections are 

embedded into researcher’s workflows in a user-friendly manner

● optimise the digitised collections for using digital humanities

research methods, such text and data mining



Towards the KBR Digital Research Lab

Next step: recruit a postdoctoral researcher



Understanding user needs



Researcher needs

Eleonora Moiraghi (2018) Le projet Corpus et ses publics potentiels. : Une étude 

prospective sur les besoins et les attentes des futurs usagers. [Rapport de recherche] 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. https://hal-bnf.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01739730

https://hal-bnf.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01739730


User needs: MADDLAIN

The aim of the MADDLAIN project was to analyse

the behaviour and the needs of different audiences

with regard to digital access to the collections

offered by the documentation institutions of the

Federal Science Policy (CegeSoma, KBR and State

Archives of Belgium).

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/maddlain/

http://www.cegesoma.be/cms/index_en.php
http://www.arch.be/index.php?l=en


User needs: MADDLAIN

The project consisted of three components:

● A study concerning general access to digital information.

● A study regarding the use of e-learning by university

students who are studying humanities subjects.

● A study focusing on the use of Virtual Research 

Environments by researchers in the humanities.

Final Report:
https://opac.kbr.be/Library/doc/SYRACUSE/10160844/maddlain-identifying-needs-to-

modernize-access-to-digital-dat-in-libraires-and-archives-final-report



Potential Research Pilots



Overarching research focus

“Towards a KBR Digital Research Lab and knowledge

network for the study of Belgium’s digitised and

born-digital historical, literary, publishing and

cultural heritage of the 19th - 21st centuries.”



Digital Research Methods

www.ghentcdh.ugent.be/services/digital-text-analysis



Towards a digital text analysis platform 

www.ghentcdh.ugent.be/services/digital-text-analysis

• Annotations (e.g. crowd-
sourced)

• Annotations (e.g. Named Entity
Extraction)

• Correction of OCR

• Manual Transcription



Potential Research Pilots: 
Collective Action Belgium

● Discipline: social history

● Period: interbellum and WWII

● Topic: tracing the dynamics of contention, strikes,

demonstrations and other forms of collective action in

Belgium.

● Methods: Named Entity Recognition (NER) and Geographic

Entity Recognition (GER)



Potential Research Pilots: 
Opening up the Belgian Bibliography

● Discipline: library / data science

● Period: 1966-

● Topic: Opening up the bibliographic metadata of the Belgian

bibliography for research use

● Method: Bibliographic transition of the Belgian Bibliography

using the IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM) including FRBR

(Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records) and RDA

(Resource Description and Access)



Potential Research Pilots: 
The feuilleton in Belgium 

● Discipline: literature

● Period: 1830-1930

● Topic: mapping the publication of literature in Belgian

newspapers across the first century of the Belgian nation

state.

● Method: image recognition to locate feuilleton sections in

newspapers, extract the text for analysis with digital text

analysis tools



Data-level access to collections



‘Analogue’ collections



Metadata

http://jennriley.com/metadatamap/



Digitised Newspapers

https://data.bnl.lu/data/historical-newspapers/



Digitised collections

http://www.ugent.be/en/facilities/library/google-project.htm



Hand-written documents

https://transkribus.eu/Transkribus/



Born-digital collections, e.g. web-archives

http://www.bnf.fr/en/collections_and_services/book_press_media/a.internet_archives.html



Datasets 

http://lab.kb.nl/datasets

https://data.bl.uk/research/



With thanks to Mahendra Mahey, BL Labs



Collections as Data: “Always Already
Computational” - Final Report 

Padilla, Thomas, Allen, Laurie, Frost, Hannah, Potvin, Sarah, Russey Roke, Elizabeth, 

& Varner, Stewart. (2019, May 22). Final Report --- Always Already Computational: 

Collections as Data (Version 1). Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935

Always Already Computational: Collections as Data final report and project 

deliverables: https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935
https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/


www.kbr.be/en/collections/



Towards data.kbr.be 

● Project proposal: “DATA-KBR-BE: Facilitating Data-level 

Access to KBR Collections for Open Science“

● Aim: to optimise KBR’s existing ICT infrastructure to

stimulate sustainable FAIR (Findable, Accessible,

Interoperable, Reusable) data-level access to KBR’s

digitised collections for digital humanities research, i.e. to

set-up data.kbr.be



https://lab.kb.nl/

It’s about people!

YouTube:  https://bit.ly/2YMxXYj

https://bit.ly/2YMxXYj




Merci! Bedankt! Thank you! 


